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Nicole Goldstein Strass-
man madealiyahin
1979. A mother of four
basedin Jerusalem,
shebecameatour
guide after a two-year
archaeological semi-
nars course authorised
by the Israeli Ministry of
Tourism
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» TOUR GUIDE TALES

WANT to inspire people to
appreciate the rich cultural,
historical and religious herit-
age of Jerusalem and to wit-
ness the fascinating mosaic
that ties Judaism, Christianity,
Islam and other minorities in the
city.
| want people to feel the excite-
ment of looking at archaeologi-
cal evidence, biblical tradition and
historical sources and to be awe-
struck by the connection that the
Jewish people have had to Jerusa-
lem throughout the generations.
But enough about what | want.
My tours are custom-made and
centre completely on my custom-
ers’ interests, how much time they
have, their ages and the type of
experience that they are after.
Thethree Russian bankers | guid-
ed recently told me on the phone
they wanted to see The Temple,
so | had to explain that it had been
destroyed by the Romans 2000
years ago, but | would take them
to see what remained.
When we met and | showed
them on a map where we were

i ewed from ngles

going they said, “No: we want to
see the Temple”. It was only then
that | realised that, for them, the
Temple was the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre!”

It just goes to show that there
is always something for every-
one, whether we wade through
water in Hezekiah’s tunnel, walk
on the ramparts of the Old City,
visit the Ethiopian monastery Deir
es Sultan, shop in the markets,

Often Jews, Christians
and Muslims venerate
the same sites, each
associating them with
different traditions

discuss modern-day issues at the
Supreme Court of Israel or venture
further out to Masada or the Dead
Sea.

Often Jews, Christians and Mus-
lims all venerate the same sites
and | love the fact that the same
place might have different tradi-
tions associated with different
religions; it helps us to understand

the emotional tensions related
to history, religion and politics. |
enjoy seeing the distinct reaction
of each and every person towards
Jerusalem.

My clients are quite varied, rang-
ing from small groups and families,
to people on business trips — and
often barmitzvah or batmitzvah
groups.

| learn along with them, as Jeru-
salemissuchavibrantand dynam-
ic environment. Even the archaeo-
logical findings and theories about
the city can vary from day to day.
But one thing remains constant
— and that is my children’s good
history grades. Recently, my son
was presented with an examina-
tion question about burial prac-
tice during the first Temple period.
He was able to answer expertly
— afterall, just two days previous-
ly, he had personally experienced
what it was like to lie down in one
of Jerusalem’s rock-cut tombs.

® For more information: nicoleas@
zahav.net.il
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